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Oral History of WestonFields

WEF: Beforeshe[WandaFieldsldied,hadbeenworkingon abookaboutfishingandl washelping
her,andit waslargelyfinished Theactuaharrativevasdoneup to aboutl9776 7itthatmight
besomehelpto you.

AG: | knowyoualsowroteabookaboutsetnettingdidn'tyou?

WEF: Thatwasallittle different. Thatwasactuallyike atextbookfor the classon salmomgilinetting
thattheyhad whentheyfirst startedhe communitycollegeCarolynFloydwasPresidentur first
Presidentandtheyhadthe Fisherie§ echnologyrogranthere PeteResoffwasthe onewho
taughtthatclasdor manyyearsHe wasa setnettem KupreanofHis son,| think, is still asetnetter
there Resoff Soanywayhatwasatextbookandit wasallabouthowto do it andthingslike net
mendinghowto setanchorshowto takeup, howto pickfishandallthat.

AG: | needacopyfor theexhibit.
WEF:Yougotacopy?
AG: No, | needacopyfor theexhibit.

WEF:Okay.l havea copyhereandacopyin town,butthe copyherehasbeenusedsomuchbythe
crewfor netmendingandall that,but| haveagoodcopyin town.Y o ub&welcomeo it.

AG: Great.

WEF: It waswritten beforethe daysof personatomputersl think | wroteit in 72,6 7aBongin
there.Soit wastypedon the stateof theart,atthattime,IBM correctingselectotypewriterand
thenprintedandthenafew copiesound.Whattheydid for the clas wasjusttheyXeroxedcopies
of that,andBethKourmetis] know,is onethat Xeroxeda copyfor herselfandsomeof the others
on the southend.Soit gotaround put thatwasmorethanforty yearsago.(Laughing)

AG: | knowof it becaus8udLathertold meaboutit. Butlet'sgetstartedlIt isJuly31,2015]1 am
atBearlslandwith WestorFields andthisinterviewis takingplaceaspartof the WestSideStories
project.Sothankyou,Weston.

WF:Y o u welceme.
AG: Canyoutellmewhenandwhereyou wereborn andwhatbroughtyourfamilyto Alaska?

WEF:1 wasborn Januart6,1948in LongBeachCaliforniaMy parentsverelivingin LosAngeles
atthetimerightafterWorld Warll, andtheycameo Kodiakto be houseparentsatthe Kodiak
BaptistMission,Theycamen 1949,Junel949] wasalittle overayearold whenwecameup. At
thattimeeverybodgameup on asteamshipVeryfew peopleflew from Seattlen thosedaysSo
that'showwegothere My parentsvereatthe Missionfor threeyearsandthentheydecidedo stay
in Kodiakbut find otheremploymentSomy motherbecame schoolteachemndtaughtuntil she
retiredin thelate'70sandmy daddid anumberof things,andoneof themwassalmorfishing.He
alsohadhisranchat Anton Lars& Bayfrom 1956until about1980or so.It wasin Novemberof
1960 Wehad,asafamily,beachseinedn MiddleBayfor two yeardackin 1954,55.[ é Dadhad
aseineiin Kodiakfor aboutfive yearsl hadbeenon the seinelasacrewmembesincel wasnine.
Startedbut beachseiningvhenl wassix (laughifgrhenhe heardaboutachanceo buythissetnet
site.In thosedaysit waspracticallyinheardf to buyasetnesite,but thefellowwholivedhere,
HenryLambergvashisnameNorwegianhadfishedherefor afewyearsaanddecidedo sell. The
sitehadbeenpreviouslyiishedby thefatherof JackWick,whoisstillalocalguy,acoupleof years
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WandaWallaceDuncanandWestorFieldsoutsidetheirhome theG o v e r Maasio@ReomingHouse
(akaRussiamimericarMagazinaround1960 P-94£40.

olderthanl am.He hadunfortunatelydrownedout herein 1949puttingout anchorgy himself.
Theyfoundthe overturnedoatbut theyneverfound him. And sowe cameout herein JuneMay |
guesspf 1961 Thatfirst yearjustDad andl werefishingbecaus&vallacdFieldsjwasonlyten
monthsold andDuncan[Fieldswasonlyfive yearsld. Wallaceeallywasababein arms andwe
didn'thaveacrib or anythingherebecausélenryhadbeenjustabacheloandhejusthadabedfor
himself.SoDad wentoverto thebeactthereat Sevenmilandfoundthesdittle driftwoodsticks,
andhemadeacrib out of driftwoodsticksfor WallaceSothatwasour first yearandwe'vebeen
herefishingeveryyearsince.

AG: Whywasit mostlyunheardf to buyasetnesite?

WF: Well first of all, Kodiakatthattimedidn'thaveanysuchthingasthe leasingf fisherysites
likeyouhavestatdeasesowthatyoucanget.Secondlymostsetnesiteswerefishedby asingle
persoror amanandhiswife. Whenwefirst camehere no setnettehadanycrewmembersr
anythindikethat. And mostimportantly perhapsyoucouldgo andfind agoodsitealot of places
by yourselfYoudidn'tneedto buyit. A lot of setnétersstill put up tentsandlivedin tentsduring
thesummerSotherewasno necessitygndyoucouldbuyasmanylicensessyoucouldfind people
to putin theirnamesEventuallya placedike thiswhichhadacoupleof buildingshadbeenbuilt up
by someof the Norwegiansyerevaluablenoughthatit took alittle moneyto buythem.Now you
haveto remembethatatthattimeagoodyear'svagesvouldhavebeenaround$3-5,000Five



thousandvouldhavebeen
: : prettyhighfor ayear'svages,
-~ andsowhatHenrywasasking
e S | atthattimewas$400(for the
buildingsandthe sitesand
everythingHe hadactually
onlytwo siteswherehehad
beenfishing.A fewboatsthey
wereprettyold woodenboats,
reallyold (laughifghot much
in thewayof gearsomelinen
nets,no nylonnets,andcotton
linesandmanildines.So
$400Cor asitewasquiteabit
atthetime.l think the next
onethatsoldin thisareavas
probablythe followingyear.
No, 1966 Lloyd Swanwho
fishedin ChiefPointandwho
DeWittFields\Ve s t fathet1982P-7791067. alsoownedaplaceat
Harvesterandweboughtthat
from himin 1963 é Wwhichconsiste@f ahouseandawarehousanda chickerhouseandnottoo
muchmore.Well,Lloyd hadbeenfishingoverat ChiefPointandhesoldhissiteto GaryAbston,
whois VirginiaAbston'shusbandNow youprobablyknow,youmightknow Trish,the daughter,
andsoforth. | forgetwhathermarriedhames, but anyways.

AG: Cox.

WEF: Cox,yeahThenafterthat,overtheyearsafewandeventudy mostof the sitesn thebayhere
transferredor moneyMoneypassethandsDanelski@boughttheirsaboutl1972andFrancisca®
boughttheirsfrom the sisterof Otto Ericksonafterhedied,andtheneventuallypoughtthe house
andasitetherebythe old canneryrom Bill Hoagland'stepsonThatwouldhavebeenin the'70s.
Tom Kecksoldhisplaceprobablyin the '80sandthatwas overin GreenbankBut someof the
placeslike whereStanNesshas hisdadandanothemguyjustsawthe placeandthoughtit wouldbe
goodandsquattedin thosedaysearlydaysof statehoodtherewasverylittle controlof theland
duringfederatimes.You couldjustsquatanywhereEverythingvassquattingNow Henryhere,
thisislandhadafederafgrazindeaséecauseeraiseccowsandhe providedmeatfor Karlukand
LarsenBay.Thatgoedackto preWorldWarll timeswhentherewasno refrigeration Actuallyjn
alot of thevillagesgoingbackthatfar, theydidn'tevenhavegeneratorssohewouldkill the beef
in thefall whenit wascoldenoughandtheycouldkeepit coldmoreor lessButtherewereno deer
aroundthisfar downatthattime.Seahedeerwereonly plantedn the '30saroundKodiakandit
tookthemalongtimeto getdownhere Not manydeeranydeerthatl rememberViaybethere
weresomein theearly60s.Thentherewason SevenmileBill Woodwastherefishingin 1961when
wecameandhewasarealmentorto me.A goodfriendof thefamily.He wasthe stepsorof Kris
Helgasorirom TerrorBay the guide His motherwasfrom Afognakandhehadgrownup at
Afognak His stepfatherKris, hadfishedthatsitesincel927ard thenBill fishedit. He diedin 1977,
andthenhiswidowfishedit for '78,'79,6 8 Sbaboutthreeyearsandsoldoutto usin 1981.Then
downthe cornerwhereWesWileyis, thatsitewasownedandfishedfor manymanyyearsdy the




Von Scheeléamily.HermanVon Scheelé/on Scheelewere jn thosedaysstill somewhatied to
Afognakbeforethetidalwave Theycertainlyweretiedto AfognakJ don'tknowif anyeverlivedin
PortLions[ € hndtheysoldoutin about1972or 3to aguynamedennisNelsonwho decidedo
becomeanattorneysohesoldoutto Tom Keckwho soldoutto WesWiley.Tom Keckwaswell
knownto alot of usbecausbewasahighschoolteacherSothat'swhereWesWileygothisstart
therein Greenbankdde wasmy Algebral teacherin highschool(laughteA lot of theguyswere
schoolteacherd.eonFranciscavasaschoolteacherAnd thengoingon downthe bay,Haugheys,
Al HaugheyvasaschoolteacherHe boughtthat placefrom Jakd_aktonenwho wasoriginally
from Karlukbut livedfor manyyearsn LarserBay,andheboughtthatin the,oh, late'60s,
somethindikethat.Soit took awhilebeforeplacesveresold.But evenafterplacesverebeingsold
therewereotherswho camen andtried newplacesFor exampleyouknow Don NekeferoffHe
triedfishingin front of justabouteverybodwn theisland(laughing the 1980sHe'sstill around,
by theway.Did youevertalkto him?

AG: Huh-um.

WF:He wouldbeveryinterestingl € He cameto the 50thyeareunionof the classesf '‘65and
'‘66acoupleof weeksago,andalthoughhewasin the clasf '63,he cameanywaySohe'sstill
aroundHe wouldbeveryinterestindo talkto. Sothatkind of goesaroundthe baythere.Thereare
afewothersput mostof the placesre originallypeoplgustsortof setup there. Now oneof the
bigfactorsandl'm sureyouheardaboutthisin Uganiktoo, for thesortof riseof the setnetsvas
theendingof thetrapsandstatehoodAnd anumberof the setnetitesareon trap sitesat
Longbeactoverthere ChiefPoint, GreenbankdNone on thisside[south].Thereweretrap siteson
downtowardKarluk,buttheydidn'tallowsetnettinghere Now, whenl first startedyoucould
setnefaboutanyplaceon Kodiaklsland.Thoserestrictios camen onlylater.For examplegdown
aroundHalibutBay,GurneyBay,BumbleBay Ayakulik RedRiver thatwasfull of setnetterd?ort
Baileyservicedllthosesetnetterdyutin orderto do thattheysenttenderslownto theirtrapsfrom
PortBaileyLiketheyhadthetrapat Longbeaclandthentheycouldgoon downandcatchthe
setnettergsatchthe trapon thewaybackagainsoit wasworthwhileto run thefish allthatway.
Thenwhenthetrapswentout,thenPortBaileysaid0 Wewedan'tservcethe setnetterg that
areaanymore 8ojustlikethat,allthe peoplein HalibutBay,GurneyBay,BumbleBayandRed
Riverhadto quit. Sotheycameup, wentall over,cameup to thisarealJganikandsoforth. But
famougpeoplefrom Kodiakusedo fishdownthere Alf Madsenthe famousbearguide fished
there A guynamedWilsgaardwhowasafamous) meann Kodiak,old sailingshipskippemwho
cameto Kodiakor to Alaskan sailingshipsabout1885or 6 8o6somethingdikethat.He usedo
live with uswhenwe hadthe roominghousan the museumWilsgaardCaptairwilsgaardde
fisheddownthere Otto Ericksonwho hadthe placethe Franciscohavenow, he startediving
thereatleastasearlyas1912 Weknewhim quitewell,andhefisheddownin GurneyBay.And that
wasbackin thosedaysthe'40sthe canneryat Carmelwvasstill there sothatgavethemalsoa
marketWhenCarmelwentout of marketthentheyhadPortBaileyWhenPortBaileysaidno
morethenthatwasit. Theydidn'thaveamarketEverybodyhadto quit.

AG: WhataboutAPA?

WEF: Theydidn'twantto sendatenderallthewaydown.Theysenttendersverydayto Karluk,but
thatwasbecausef thebeaclseineSothe seinersveresortof anafterthoughtNow, of coursethe
sanefleetdevelopednoreafterstatehoodBut yeah APA hadthetrapsyouseeherel think APA
hadthe oneat ChiefPoint,Greenbanksndthentheyhadthe beachseinewhichwaslike atrap
(laughingrouknow,atKarlukbecauséneycouldfishrighta the mouthof theriver.



AG: Well,youmentionedhen1927someon®f setnettingpverhere?
WEF:YeahKris Helgason.

AG:[ é \Vhatdoyouknowaboutthe beginningf setnettingn Kodiak?Becauséknowthat
initiallyit wasbeaclseiningat Karluk. Therewasreallythe commerciafishinggear.

WF:Yeah] é \IVell,therewasthe NorthwesterrCannenhereatOld UyakrightwhereWallace's
houseds. Actually we boughtthat propertyfrom acompanyhatboughtit from anothercompany.
It startedbut Northwesten. It waseventuallyakenoverby WardsCove andthenit wasaland
companycalledTridentLandCompanylt hadnothingto do with TridentSeafoodslThatcannery
wastherefrom about1898 alongin there, 1890sTheywentout of businesg 1929the Great
Depression. 0justlookingatmywatchfor thecrew.l haveto saysomethindgo themto getthem
goingatthree Now the presidenof thatcompanylike alot of peopledidin 1929 hejumpedout
of thewindowof ahotelin SeattlecommittedsuicidebecausbelosteverythingSothatcannery
stoppedBut we hadlettersthatwegot, eitherout of Henry'shousé . | think probablytheywere
Russiamick'splaceon Sevenmilavhichis basicallywo houseslongSevenmilelhefirst oneis
Russiamick's,the seconds whereBill Woodslived,andthenthatwaydownthe corneris Wes
Wiley.Thereis alsoanothercabindownthere too. Now, in the Russiamick'splacevefoundsome
lettersbackto thed 2 dhdthelettersverefrom NorthwesternTheyweresayingsomethindike,

0 Weit'shbputtimeto think aboutgettingyoursetsreadyandif youneedanyk e g/t thaitime,
thereis no suchthingasplasticouoys soallthe kegsverewoodenbarrelssometimeshisbig,
sometimethisbig.In fact,| hawe savedll of oursunderneatithewarehousbere andyoucansee
exactlywhatweallusedn thosedayseforeplastidouoys Sothe canneryswritingsayingt's time

WestonFieldsholdinganold shorekeg P-10007-155.

to getreadyfor theseason, think thisis 1927seasorandif youneedanythindet usknowwewill
orderit, netsandsoforth. Sol knowit goesbackatleastill then.Beaclseiningvasalot harder



wayto getfishfor oneor two peoplethansetnettig,alot harderwith no powerblocks Webeach
seinedor two yearsn MiddleBay.You beachseineandalot of the goodplacesvherehumpies
comeisfull of grason thebottomandkelp,andyouhaveto pull allthatin by hand.And you
mightbeluckyto makethreeor four setsadaybecausé wasall by hand And actuallywhenwe
seineduptill 1960 almosthe entirefleetwasstill seiningoy hand.Soyoucanimagineullingin a
wholeseineby hand.You didn'tmakethatmanysets Sol think, mainly setnettingvaspopular
becausé wasn'taslaborintensivedayby day,andsecondlysetnettingllowsyouto fishalot more
placesl mean] € dimostlloursets] e deéegcepbne,l Galyarein placesvhereyoucouldn't
beachseinebecaustheyareall full of rocks.Y ou canfish off the points,the capesandfish wayoff
outthebeachat Sevenmilavhich[ é Kris Helgasomwasdoingin 1927 fishingwayoff shorel t 6 s
allfull of rocksin closeput youcangetsomefishif you[gooff shoré, butyoucouldneverbeach
seineT h e ore@aseon allof Sevenmil8eachywhenyoureachthe cornerwhereyoucan
actualljpeachseineWell,maybewo. Also,setnettings oftenamoreefficientwayto catchreds,
especiallif youcomparehekind of seinegearthatpeoplenadbackin the'40s,50s,60s Reds
oftentravelin verysmallschoolor singly soyouhaveto hold hookfor awhileor bein justthe
rightspotif y o ugbingeo try to catchthenwith aseineNow with today'ggear| € joutake
someondike Mitch Keplingeryouknow,he cankill thereds Butalot of it hasto do with gear.
And sosetnettindor the Junefishery whichwastraditionallythe big timefor redswasreallya
superiomwayfor asingleguy.Solots of seines setnettedn Juneandfishedseinesn Julyand
AugustFor exampleSwanwho livedon Harvesterhedid that. And Von Scheelesheydid that.
Theyhadaboat.And alsoKris HelgasonHe hadthe KFG121 Thatwasfrom PortBaileyd Ca u s e
thatwasKadiak Fisheriesyouknow.And solots of seinerslid that.Oh, eventakefor example,
Dennisknagin.Theyhadasiteup in UganikViekodaBay buttheyseinedecausaseinanside
the bayis amoreefficientwayof gettingpinks,youknow.And thenit'simportantto understand
thatthetypeof gearthatpeoplehaduntil the 1960svasn'tanythindike the nylongeartthatwelater
gotor theleadsnsidethelineinsteadf outside.

AG: Describghegearthatyoufirst usedplease.

WF: Well,thefirst yearwewereout herewe hadlinennetsthatwegotfrom Henry.And linennets
weren'tnearlyasstrongandt h e lyafito keepfrom rotting. Soyoureallyhadto drythemwell
andevensotheyrottedeasilyWehadmanilaanchorinesandsomecottonanchodines.They[ € ]
took alot of careif youplannedo usethemasecondyearAll of our stuff wasold old old stuff.
Our first netthatwasanylonnet,weactualijporrowedateron thefirst seasofrom Annie
Johnsonwho wasthe wife of the formerwatchmarp at ParkdCanneryJandhersonswerelike
JimmyJohnsorandTommyJohnsonandt h e godsmdketo VirginiaAbston,throughtheir
mothersseeWellactuallyyirginiais asisterto Tommy.

AG: Yes.

WF:To TommyandJimny. But JackWickisacousinandt h e &lfo .\ell,weborrowedanylon
netfirst from her.And wewerestill fishingfor severayearsevenup untild 6'@&4with somelead
linesthathadleadanoldedon the outsideof theline.Weevenhadthe moldshere andtheleadto
pourinto themoldsto actuallyput thoseleadson ourselvesBut whenyoupull thatkind of a
leadlinaup into askiff,i tfide imesharderthanif y o uplullingthisnewleadlinevith theleads
inside And | actuallystill havehere probablyexamplesf almosteverykind of geaweeverfished,
includingmanildines both newandusedCottonlines.l stillmayhavesomeinennetting,but |
certainlyjhavenettingthatgoeshackasfar as1964or '65.All differentkindsof line,you know. It
wasabigthing.l remembewhenwegotourfirst roll of polypropylenéne.Oneroll of it, 200feet.
L e se@A00fathomswouldhavebeen1200feet.Yep,200fathomsin 1962 thatwassuchabig



thing,youknow.But all of thatline wasfloatingsothenyouhadto put weightsEverybodyhadto
putweightsSomepeopletiedrocksor someotherkind of weightsyouknow,piece®f machinery
or somethingn thelines Weactuallynadealot of circlesof leadandl still havealot of them
here by makingamoldin thesand And thenDadwouldmeltold leadlindeadsn askilleton a
campfireon thebeachawooderfire on thebeachor alittle Colemarstove andthenwewould
pourit into thesemolds,andthat'swhatwe used Soatfirst, thereweren'tanysuchthingsas,you
eitherhadnylonwhichwasextremelgxpensiveyr thefloatingpolypropyleneAnd thenin the early
0 7 [ate'60sandearly70syougotthis PolyDacwhichisacombinatiorof polypropylenand
dacronandit sinks Thatwasabig thingfor everybodySothosearesomeof thethings Weused
allwoodenskiffs.Everybodydid, of courseandmuchsmallemotors.Our first skiff herewas
aboutfourteenfeet.It wasaskiff thatthe canneryetususe In thosedaysmany peopleeither
leasedr justusedirom the cannerytheirskiffsfor holdingskiffs,for pickingskiffs.And it was
awhilebeforewecould,l thinkit was1965n06 6wk hadacoupleof skiffsbuilt by aguyfrom
Chignik,n hisgaragén Kodiak.But it wasallwood.And weweresomeof thelastto switchover
to aluminumWehadall thesewvoodenskiffs.Welovedour woodenskiffsandwe still havesomeof
them.Duncan[Fieldshasonedownat Harvesteandwe haveseverabf themin Kodiakthatwe
neersold.And we havesmallmotors,18-horse[power]atfirst.| 6 me mflsse3B-horsethatwasa
big,thatwasa big step,abigmotor. And eventuallgOs[horsepowerut[ € Weprobablygotour
first 40mayben the'70s.Therewerepeoplethatusedalittle bit biggerput everyondadwooden
skiffs. Thatwasa big thingwhenwe changedo aluminurnskiffs.Anotherbig developmeniateron
wasrollers,in thefront of the skiffs. Thatwashuge.

Aluminumskiffson Harvesteisland.P-10007-69.






